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Summary

This second number of “Qwerty”
consists of three papers and an in-
terview.

The papers propose reflections,
from a methodological point of view,
upon conditions in which technolo-
gies can be used as important re-
sources for learning and knowledge
building.

These contributions investigate rela-
tionships among peculiar features of
tools, their context of employment
and users’ meaning of use, holding
in great esteem the complex activity
system structured by participants,
medium and context in which com-
munication takes place.

All the contributions in this number
emphasize on-line communication/
interaction complexity, paying par-
ticular attention to:

» communication formats and tools
potentially adoptable at a distance;
strategies for use of technological
tools;

« different aspects related with com-
munication/interaction at a distance
(emotional, cognitive and relational);
* richness of the interaction between
individual and collective dimension,
between individual knowledge im-
provement and community ad-
vancement of ideas.

Besides, papers inquire into these
different aspects referring to profes-

sional development and training in-
stances.

Lax, Singh, Scardamalia and Librach
describe a continuing professional
development program in end-of-life
care for accreditation by the Ontario
College of Family Physicians, focus-
ing on the importance of self-as-
sessment for knowledge building in
health care.

Cacciamani and Mazzoni consider
the effects of two different strategies
used by the tutor during discussions
that occurred in an on-line course at
university, pointing out that “knowl-
edge construction strategy” sup-
ports more in-depth elaboration of
problems and a more collaborative
approach.

Mekheimer’s article analyses the re-
lationship between achievementina
Teaching English as a Foreign Lan-
guage (TEFL) course, students’ per-
ceptions of their e-learning environ-
ment, and their learning styles, find-
ing a statistically positive correlation
between these three aspects.

The last contribute is an interview,
by Fuiano, to Paolo D’Alessandro,
author of “Filosofia dell’Ipertesto”, a
book about classic topics concern-
ing hypertextuality and new ques-
tions related with didactical prac-
tices referring to philosophical dia-
logue.



